Name: ___________________________________
Period: ____

Local History Project: Felix Dam

Directions:  Print this worksheet out and take it with you to the former site of the Felix Dam on the Schuylkill River in Muhlenberg Township (right off of River Road).  Then answer the following questions.
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1. What Native American group originally lived on the banks of the river?  What was their name for the Schuylkill?
2. What was the first European group to inhabit the area?  Why did they come here?

3. Where does the name “Pennsylvania Dutch” come from?

4. How did Berks County get its name?

5. We are not completely sure, but most likely how did Muhlenberg Township get its name?  Why is this person important?

6. The Schuylkill River Navigation Company was chartered (created) by the state in what year?

7. When was the first Felix Dam complete?  When was the second dam completed?

8. Why were the dams built?  What natural resource was transported from mines located in Northern Pennsylvania?

[image: image2.png]



9. What was the original use of this stone foundation?

10. Why was the lock tender’s house located so close to the river?

11. Dredging was periodically done to the river when used for transportation.  What is dredging and why was it done?
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12. What was this used for?
13. The soil on the banks of the river is comparable to black sand.  What is it actually?

14. When was the dam and surrounding lock system taken out of use?

15. When was the last barge brought through this area?

16. What happened to the dam that took out a large section in the middle of the river?  When did this event happen?

BONUS:  Few people realize but William Luden was a Muhlenberg Township Resident.  He had a summer house located on River Road in the township and his mansion located in the city of Reading is the present day site of Central Catholic High School.  Who was William Luden and what did he make?  Cherry is probably your favorite.
